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The Bleſſings of Peace. 
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1 LORDS JUSTICES Gece 


and General Governors of IRELANb. 
On the 5th. Day of Mar, 17 63. 


Being the Day appointed for a General THANKS: 
GIVING to Almighty God, for putting an 
End to the late bloody and expenſive War, by 


the Concluſion of a Juſt and Honourable 
_ Veace. 


as an 1 
i I. 

By WILLIAM HENRY, D. P. Then of 

Killatoe,  F. R. S. 
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To Their EXC ELILENCIESG 1 
GEORGE, Lord Archbiſhop of A. 
mnagb, Primate of all IXLA db, 
HENRY, Earl of Shannon, and 
THE RIGHT HONOURAB LE 
J OHN PONSONBY, Eſq; 
SPEAKER of the Honourable Hous x 
„„ a TT 


LORDS JUSTICES General and 
General Governors of IRELAND. 


My LoRDs, 


Ht HE Dignity with which his Majeſty's 
: | Government is ſupported ; the Happi- 


= neſs which is felt by all his Subjects in 
this Kingdom; and that bleſſed Harmony 
and Unity which univerſally prevails, through 

the Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Equity of your 
EXCELLENCIES Adminiſtration ; and the hap- 

py Example of Concord and Unanimity in all 
your Councils and Conduct ; point out the 
a great 


DEDICATION. 


; great Propriety of inſcribing to your ExceL- x 
LENCIES a Diſcourſe upon Peace and Loyalty; 
and moſt ſincerely intended to promote theſe 
great Ends. 


In antient Times Treland was the Seat of 
| gon And from hence a Spirit of W * : 
ing and Religion ſpread over Europe. y 
that happy Harmony which now bleſteth che | 
IIland, in like manner, diffuſe itlelf through 


- all the Britiſh Dominions! 


To theſe important public Caonfiderations, 

which demand the warmeſt Gratitude from 
every true Lover of this Country, permit me 
to add the deep Senſe I bear of your ExcEL- 
LENCIES Countenance and Favour ; and the 
| moſt gracious and public Manner in which 


ye were pleaſed to honour the Preacher with . 
your Approbation. 


Iuavs the Honour to be, with the utmoſt 
| Gratitude and Reſpect, : 


Your ExczLLS: NCIES 


much obliged, 
and moſt 4otifat 
humble Servant, 


WILLIAM HENRY. 
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P3AL. Lxxii VER. 7, 8, 9, 10. 


7. In bis Time ſhall the Righteous fouriſh: 
yea, and ABUNDANCE OF PEACE, ſolong as 
the Moon endureth, 


8. His Dominion ſhall be 400 {rom the one Sea 
ants the other ; and from the Flood unto the 
V orld's End. 


a They that dell in the W 2 ſhall b kneel 
before bim: His Enemies ſhall lick the Duſt. 


10. The Kings of Tharſis and of the Iſles ſhall 5 


give Preſents: The Kings of Arabia and Sa- 
ba ſhall ering Gifts, 


H E Title of this Pſalm informs us, that 


it was a Pſalm of David, and compoſed 
for Solomon. 


Tua pious old Prince having declared 
this Son Succeſſor to his Dominions, and ſo- 


lemnly anointed him King, by Zadof, the 
High Prieſt, and Nathan the Prophet, offers 


up a fervent Prayer to God for his Bleſſing 
and Direction. Give the King thy Judg- 
ments, O God, and thy Righteouſneſs unto 
the King's Son,” From Prayer he breaks 

e — 


E 


forth into a prophetical Rapture, foretelling 1 


the Glory, the Greatneſs, the Righteouſneſs, 
the Extent, and Happineſs of his Dominions. 
All this was literally verified to Solomon, whole 
Kingdom comprehended all that had been 
many Ages before promiſed by God to Abra- : 
ham and the antient Patriarchs. „ 


As Solomon was a T. ype of Chriſt, this 
Prophecy was ſtill more fully accompliſhed ; in 
the glorious Kingdom of the Meſſiah, and may 

be juſtly applied to ſuch pious Kings under 
the Goſpel, as lay themſelves out to carry on 
the great Purpoſes of Chriſt's ſpiritual King- 
dom. 


BL ESSED be God this Conſideration, at 
preſent, fairly brings this famous Prophecy 
home to Great- Britain and Ireland: and ren- 
ders it a moſt proper Subject for our ſolemn 


Praiſe, and Thankigiing on this Day. 


As the Prophet lays the Foundation of all 
the national Bleſſings here promiſed in Abun- | 
dance of Peace. 1 ſhall lay before you ſome 
of the Obligations we are under to cultivate 
Peace; and likewiſe the Advantages which 
naturally attend it. : 


TuENCE we ſhall proceed to conſider 
ſome of the particular Circumſtances, and 
Adrantages 


id 
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Advantages which attend the Peace now hap- 


pily eſtabliſhed. 


Tart due Conſideration of theſe Things 


may excite out Gratitude, and point out the 
Conduct Progeer' tor us to obſerve. 


＋T I ER E Cannot be a ſtronger Commends.- 
tion of Peace in general, than to Conſider, 
that it is founded in the original Nature of 


Man, in it's pure and moit perfect State. God, 
who hath eſtabliſhed an univerſal Harmon: 
among his Works, hath united each diſtinct 
| Rank of Beings unto it's own Kind by peculiar 


Inſtincts. But when he firſt breathed into 


Max a living Soul, he breathed allo into him 


2 Principle of Kindneſs and Benevolence, the | 
ſofteſt and ſtongeſt Band to unite together 1 im- 


mortal Souls, Thus was Man formed in the 


Image of God, who 1 1s Goodnets itlelt. 


Cor RUPT and fallen as human Nature 


even now is, I need do no more to evince this, 


than to appeal to your own Breaſts, There is 


a powerful Sympathy, the Force of which 


none can reſiſt, we cannot help feeling the 


Diftrefles and Joys of others, We Weep 701th 
 thofe that weep, and rejoice with thoſe that do 


rejoice. 


Tits Principle has, to the r Ho. 


Pour of the Britiſo Dominions, been moſt 


 gloriouſly 


OF: 
glorioully diſplayed in the unparalelled Hu- 


manity of our Soldiers and Sailors, throughout 
the whole Courſe of the late War, towards 
their Enemies. Thereby fully confirming this 
Maxim, © Cowards only are cruel ; the Bra ave 
«are always merciful. 


WHarT Pity is it PR this Divine Princi- 
ple ſhould ever be ruffled? Such Diſcompo- 
| ſure does not proceed f from calm Reaſon. St. 
James tells us it's Origin, and we our ſelves 
feel it. It proceeds from our Luſts, and irre- 
gular Paſſions ahi firſt war in our Members: 
And then burſt out into Wars and Confuſions 
abroad. Chap. WW; 1c: 


As the great Purpoſe of the Goſpel 1s to 


reſtore the Image of God upon Man: One of 


the chief Ends for which Chriſt appeared on 
Earth was to eſtabliſh Peace and Good-will 
among ATR. --- 


Ts he effectually promoted, by his Ex- 
ample: always going about doing Good, for God 
was with bim. Relieving all in Diſtreſs : 
Praying for : and ſaving, even his cruel Mur- 
derers. 


By his Doctrine he hath every where in- 
culcated this Diſpoſition, He pronounced, 
bh Blejjed are the Peace-maters ; for they /hall 
ie be called the Children of God.” Mat. v. . 

He 


DO, 


He tells us, that Mercy makes us like to our 
Father in Heaven, who is perfect. 


THAT Love to one another is the diſtin- 
guilhing Mark of his Diſciples and Followers. 
Peace | is the very Soul, the Eſſence, the Ge- 
nius of Chriſtianity. And by this we approve 


ourſelves to be true Subjects of his Kingdom, 


who 1 is ſtyled the PRINCE oF PEACE. 


As every Virtue carries with it it's Reward; 
this 1s peculiarly verified in the many Advan- 


tages which flow plentifully, and continually 
_ refreſh us, from this pure F ountain of Peace. = 


＋ HE Riches of a Nation conſiſts | in the 


Number and Induſtry of it's Inhabitants. War 
lays a Country waſte, and makes a moſt 
__ dreadful Havock of Mankind The Sword 
unſheathed, in the Day of Battle, knows no 
Diſtinction, but, like the Scythe of Death, 


mows down alike all Ranks and Orders of 
Men. The late contending Nations have all 
ſeverely felt this. It is computed that near 


two Millions have periſhed in the late Wars, 
either by the Sword, or by Sickneſs, Famine, 
or thoſe innumerable Diſtreſſes which are the 
never failing Attendants of War: Even victo- 
rious Britain and Ireland ſtill mourn the Loſs 


of many of her braveſt Sons. There are few 
Families which do not bear a Part 1 in this Ca- 


lamity, 


Bur 


"4 


Bur on the ſweet Return of Peace, this 
bloody Scene ceaſes. God's firſt Bleſſing a- 
gain takes Place. Mankind increaſes and mul- 


tiplies, and 6 on the Earth. 


Prack is the Parent of Learning, of $i 
ence, and all thoſe Arts which poliſh Man- 
kind. By it Agriculture and Manufactures 
flouriſh, and even the terreſtrial Paradiſe ſeems 
to be reſtored, by the magnificent Buildings 


and various Improvements which beautify the 
Face of a 1 


ABove all, Peace is the great Support of 
Trade and Commerce. the Source of Power, 
Happineſs, and Grandeur to the Britiſb Iſles; 
and the Cement that 1 unites all Mankind into 

cne Society. 


1 it was agreeable to the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of God, that every part of the apap 1 
ſhould be repleniſhed with Inhabitants : 
promote and accelerate this Diſperſion of * 


kind; God was pleaſed to confound and di- 


vide their Languages. But, ſince this graci- 


ous Purpoſe of Providence is accompliſhed, it 
is no leſs agreeable to the ſame Wiſdom and 
Goodnels, that the whole human Race ſhould 
be again reunited : And as they are originally 


of one Blood, ſo they ſhould become one great 
Family. 


TT 


„% % Le 


5 "0 ff... . A A06 * 


PI 


THz great Means of bringing about this 
happy Reunion is Commerce. By this the moſt 


diiſtant Inhabitants of the World, the Eaſt 
and Weft-Indies, the northern and fouthern 


Poles, Britain and Japan are united, 


WI E in the northern Climates are comfort- 
ed with the rich and warm Productions of the 


hot and more Southerly : And they, in their 
turns, are refreſhed and ſtrengthened with = 
Ours. | 


T1 HE Arts and Improvements of one Coun- 


try are quickly communicated to another. 
The Prophecy of Daniel is fulfilled, many 


*© ſhall run to and fro, and Knowledge foall be 5 


25 increaſed. w 


by Mekchaxa's Ship i is like's ſwift Meſſen- 
ger fying on the Wings of the Wind, to convey 


Knowle edge and Learning, Arts and Manu= 


factures, Conveniencies and Comforts to Man- 
kind. This muſt give us a molt noble Idea of 


 Merchanits, the general Benefactors of the hu- 
man Race. It has been the baſe Policy of ty- 


rannical deſpotic Countries to depreciate them, 
hecauſe they are the Friends and Supporters 
of Liberty. But the divine Prophet ſſazah, 
who knew their Importance, in his Diſ- 
play of Tyre, tells us, that Merchants are 

” B PRINCES, 


1060 | 
PRINcEs, Troffickers are the Honnurable Met, 
of the Earth. 


WHAT pity, that Comme ce ſo beneficial 
to Mankind, ſhould be ruffled by the Storms of, 
War? Peace reſtores an happy Calm, and 
makes the Sea one great pacijic Ocean. 


Tursy are ſome of the temporal Advan- 
tages flowing from Peace. But that, which 


Crowns all, is the lice which it hath on 


our eternal Happinets, * en Religion . 
and Virtue. 


ALL true Religion conſiſts in the ſincere 
Love of God and of Mankind, and in the 
faithful diſcharge of thoſe Duties which natu- 
rally ariſe from this divine Principle. The 
Love of God requires a Mind ſerene and calm, 
which neither is diſturbed itſelf, nor diſturbs 
others. The confuſed Variety of Paſſions, 
which toſs Men about in a State of War, in- 
terrupt this divine Harmony. 1955 Fears and 
Anxieties tend to ca/? cut this Leue But when 
by Peace we are delivered Fe our Enemies, 
our Hearts are open io receive the bleſſed Im- 
preſſions of God's holy Spirit: And to ſerve 
him without Fear, in "Holineſs and Rigoteouj- 
nes, all the Days of our Life. 


SUCH are the Advantages and Bleſſings of 
 Leace in General, Ke wa 
LET 


71 
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Lr us now proceed to conſider ſome of 


the intereſting Circumſtances of 7hat Peace 

which our Gracious King hath given to us his 
People, and to Mankind : On account where- 
of we are aſſembled this Day, to return our 

8 Thanks and Praiſe unto Almighty 
God. 


Ir is a Circumſtance moſt Glorious and 
Honourable, That this is not a Peace to which 
_ Great-Britain has been driven through Ne- 
ceſſity: But, a Peace given by our King in 
the moſt noble Manner, in Conſequence of a 
continued Train of the moſt Heroic Vidories, 
both by Sea and Land, that can ever grace 
the Annals of any Nation | in the World. 7 


TAE Tromphs of our Fleets, ad intre- 


pid Bravery of our Sea Commanders and Sai- 
lors have been Conſpicuous; not only along 
the Coaſts of our Enemies: But alſo on afl 
the Bays, Seas, and Gulphs of the terraqueous 
Globe. The Atlantic, the African, the Eaſi- 


Tndian, the American Oceans are Wienefles of 


our naval Glory. The irreſiſtible Ardour of 
our Land Forces has been no leſs felt, in 
Germany, France, Hain, Portugal, the Ea/t 
and Weſt-Indies, in North America, and all 
It's Iſlands. Our magnanimous Soldiers and 


Sailors, in all their Attacks, went on with a 


Reſolution, either to Conquer or to Die.“ 


And thus animated, they did Conquer. 
B 2 N 
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THE Spirit that poſſeſſed. them ſeemed to 
be ſomething more than human Courage. 


* An Angelic Ardour inſpired from Heaven, 
* and continually kept alive by a Senſe of 
Liberty and Love of their Country.” Here 
is the vaſt Difference between the Courage of 
Men who breathe the Air of Liberty, and of 


Slaves who crouch under deſpotic Govern- 
ments. The latter have no Prize to fight 


for: Their Succeſſes only enable their Ty- 


rants to bind their Chains faſter, An intimi- 
dating Thought ! The former have every Mo- 


tive that can affect the Soul of a Man to ani- ö 


mate them. 


T HEY - go on Conquering and 70 Conquer, ” 


by every Victory add new Strength to their 
Liberties, raiſe their Glory : And even con- 
vey Benefits to their Enemies, if they will 


receive them, for they emancipate them 


from thoſe tyrannical Powers under which they 


were born and lived; and give them an Op- 
portunity of exchanging their Bondage for 


the glorious 20 of F reemen, The Sons o 
God. 


Al I earthly Thin gs are object to to Chan ges, 


above all, nothing is more uncertain than the 
Iflue of War. It was therefore an Inſtance of 


the higheſt Wiſdom in our Soverezgn, to ſecure 


all our national Glory, by reſtoring Peace 4 
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„„ 
the very Heighth of our Succeſſes. By this 


Means around all cur Glory is createda Des 
_ 


WE may now, and henceforth, apply to the 


permanent Reverence yielded to our Britiſb 


Monarch, the Propheſy in the fith. Verſe. 
© Kings ſhall bow darun before him. Nati- 
"46: ons Shall do him Service.” 


As an happy 5 onſequence of | theſe Soc 


ceſſes, another Circumſtance of the Peace is 


the Acquiſition of, and ſecuring to Great Bri- 


tam, an immenſe and rich Continent in North 
: America. 5 


Our hats French Enemies, in the midſt 


of Peace, had environed our Colonies with a 


Chain of Forts, were making continual and 
cruel Invaſions: and were near compleating | 
our Ruin, by breaking through the Chain of 


our Settlements. But, into the ſame Pit 


which they dug for us, are themſclves fallen. 
All their F Forts, Rivers, Lakes, and 
Cities therein are now Ceded, and for ever 


Confirmed to us. As alfo Floriaa, a valu- 


able Territory lately belonging to Spain. So 


that now the Britiſ Empire in the Continent 


of North America extends in one continued 
Tract, from the Cape of Florida in the 26th 
Degree of Latitude even to the Northern Pole, 
| beſide many aaa and rich Iflands along that 


Coaſt. THe 
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T nx Benefits accruing from this Acquiſi- 
tion mult be great; by the opening of new, 


and vaſt Sources of Trade, By bringing in 
great and populous Indian Nations to become 


Britiſh Subjects. They who dwell in the Mil- 
Arne in the moſt inward Receſſes of Ame- 


rica, ſhall ne Kneel before our King: His 


Enemies /ball lick the Duſt. But above all in 
the bleſſed Opportunity offered for ſpreading 
the Proteſtent Religion, the pure Light of the 
Goſpel, among thoſe Indian Nations, which 
| Hitherto have dwelt in Darkneſs, and have 
been Habitations of Cruelty. Herein is an ad- 
ditional Accompliſhment of our Saviour's Pro- 
phecy concerning the Progreſs of his Goſpel. 
« That it ſhould be as the Lightmng which ri- 


& ſeth in the e ; and e into the 


© Weſt.” 


BrsIiDE all this, we 3 HS Gra- 
nada, and ſome other valuable Iſlands, near 


the Spaniſh Main. The Poſſeſſion of the 


Trade for Gold, Gums, Ivory, and other 


valuable Branches of Commerce, on the great 


River Senegal, in Africa. And an almoſt un- 
bounded Commerce in the Eaſt-Indies; and 
Homage from ſeveral of their Princes. So 
that I may very juſtly apply this Paſlage in 
the Text, The Kings of Tharſis and of the 
Iſles ſhall give Fo The Kings of Arabia 
and Saba fhall bring Gifts. 


("T3 1 
I T is a pleaſing Reflection, That among 
all the late belligerant Powers, Great Britain, 
Alone, hath gained ſold n 


France hath loſt an immenſe. 1 erritory : 
has its Glory every where eclipſed : it's Trade 
reduced: and it's naval Power almoſt anni- 


hilated. 


| Spain, which entered into the Quarrel un- 
provoked, has it's Pride humbled : it's Riches 
ſwept away by our Sailors and Soldiers: it's 
principal Cities of Trade, Havanna and Afanil- 
u, taken: and gladly compounded by giving 
up Florida. Portugal has been ſaved by TIO 
Arms. 


Tus cruel Rage of the Empreſs Queen: 
The Fury of the Ruſſian: the impotent At- 
tacks of the Sweaes, and of the German Em- 
pire have been defeated through the Aſſiſtance 
of Britain, by the Magnanimity, Wiſdom, 
and Courage of our Ally, the Great PRxussiAN 
Hrro, who has gained immortal Glory, But, 
it is Britain, only, that hath gained both Glory 
and Empure, 


Ir is a mighty Addition to the Comforts. 
of our own Peace; that, immediately on the 
Concluſion thereof, through the Providence 
of God, and the auſpicious Influence of our 
King, Peace has been diffuſed to all the late 
contending Powers in Europe, How did the 

135 | Nations 


F803 
Nations rage? What dreadful Storms of 
War rent the Face of Chriftendom ? but God, 
who ruleth the Waves, ſaid * Be Still.“ And 
immediately there is a great and univerfal 
calm. The World may now in one great 
Chorus join in that lofty Song, wherewith the 
Angels celebrated the Birth of the Prince of 
Peace © Glory to God in the highe/t, On 
NE; Earth Peace,  Good-toull towards _—. 


W have many folid Reaſons to hope, that 
the Peace now concluded will be permanent 
and durable. That we ſhall have Abundance 

- of Peace in our Days, as 5 long as zhe Mon en- 


dureth. 


f Tun main Occaſion of Contention, the con- 
tinual Intercourſe with, and the frequent In- 
vaſions of, the Briti/h Colonies in North 
America (which was the immediate Cauſe of 
the late War with the French) is now intirely, 
and for ever removed, by the Ceſſion of all 
Canada. We are now ſeparated by Lakes 
and Seas. They can no longer either attack 
our Friends perfidiouſly themſelves, or prompt 
the Indian Nations, lately under their Influ- 
_ ence, to Scalp and Maſſacre them in cold 
Blood. The Enemy is quite removed from 
our Borders. And it is hoped that all thoſe 
ſavage Nations ſhall ſoon become humane and 
_ civiliſed Cheiſtians, and Britiſh Subjects, 


M vu c'n leſs will it be in the Power of our 


late Enemies to make any hoſtile Attempts 
againſt 


A: IF. # 3 
againſt us by Sea. The Deſtruction of the 
French Navy in the late War, and the vaſt 
Reduction of SHain, hath made all Attacks on 

that Element chimerical and impracticable. 
In the natural Courſe of Things it will take | 
half an Age to reſtore them. And it is to be 
hoped, that the Britiſh Strength will be conti- 
ran and proportionably encreaſing. 


0 UR late Enemies have learned, by dear- 
bought Experience, this uſeful Leſſon,” FD Not 
gs again Oy to rouſe the Britiſh Lion.” 


TcANNOT avoid mentioning another Cir- 
cumſtance that may contribute to the Conti- 
"nuance of our Peace: If our late Enemies 
are Men, and as ſuch have any Principles of 
Honour and Gratitude. They were reduced 
to low Diſtreſs. Poverty ſpread its gloomy 
Shade over the French Nation. Their milita- 
ry Glory eclipſed, their numerous Armies baf- 
Aled in all their Attempts. Their richeſt Set- 
tlements become the Prize of the Conquerors; ; 
; their Trade lay expiring at our F cet. 


Dip ve take the utmoſt Advantage of their 
Diſtreſs? Forbid it Heaven! Here the native 
Humanity and Generoſity, which is the glo- 
rious Characteriſtic of Britons, exerted itſelf. 
Our Enemies hungered, we gave them BRE AD. 
They thirſted, we gave them DRINK, They 
lay 1 in Want, Blood, and Miſery, 

our God- like King ſaid unto them, LI VE. 
C Hap 


1 


Ha D we taken the melt Advantages : - It 

is impoſſible that the Peace could have bows | 
durable. When Men are treated as Slaves, hu- 
man Nature recoils, and teaches them to 
break the Chain. But when, after ſecuring 


ourſelves, we act with Magnanimity and Ge⸗ 


neroſity, we gain an Empire in their Hearts. 
We Be Coals of Fire on our Enemies Heads. 


Bs1D * nothing ound be more ruinous 
to the eſſential Intereſts of theſe Kingdoms, 
their Religion, Virtue, domeſtic Peace, In- 
duſtry, and Liberty, than the entire Abaſe- 
ment of a Rival neighbouring Kingdom. 
N What did the Roman Empire gain by the De- 
ſtruction of Carthage? It gained Luxury, Ef- 
feminacy, endleſs domeſtic Feuds, and in the 


End the total Loſs of their boaſted Liberty. 


Great- Britain, by obſerving a different Con- 
duct, at this Criſis, has ſhewn itſelf to be a 
iſe and underfranding, as well as a real 
Fecple. 


HAvIxG convidered the Advantages of 
Peace in general: and the intereſting Cir- 


cumſtances of the Peace now * happily con- 
cluded, TT 


Is now remains for u us to turn our Atten- ; 
tion to the Duties, naturally ſpringing from 
theſe Conſiderations; and more immediately 
| binding us on this happy Occaſion, 
THESE 


(19) 
THESE relate to our God: our King: our 
mutual Conduct towards one another : or to 


Our late Enemies. 


Wirn regard to our gracious God; 


we are aſſembled this Day to adore and i ; 


him, for reſtoring to us Peace and public 
Tee 


How ought our Hearts to dilate with Joy 
and Thankſgiving, and our Tongues with 
Songs of Praiſe, when we think of his diſtin- 
guiſhing Goodneſs to Great-Britain and Ire- 
land; and the marvellous Things he hath done 
for us? While all the Nations around felt 
the direful Calamities and Ravages of War: 
We, like the three Children, were preſerved 


unhurt 1 in the midſt of this Fiery Furnace. 


O R great Protector covered us with his 


Hand, and preſerved us as the Apple of his 


Eye. In the midſt of War we enjoyed unin- 
terrupted all the Comforts of Peace: And, 
now, thro' the divine . have theſe ſe- 


cured unto us. 


0 that Men would hates praiſe the Lord, 
for his Goodneſs : and declare the Wonders that 

be doeth for the Children of Men, Let us, this 
Day, offer to him the Sacrifice of f Thankſgiving ; * 


and tell out his Works with Glaaneſs, 
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F AR be it from us! ſacrilegiouſly and vain- 
gloriouſly to arrogate to our own Courage or 
Wiſdom that T'rain of Succeſſes which pre- 
pared the way for our ir preſent Peace. 


Ir becomes us, as matter of Ham'tadon, 

ſeriouſly to reflect on the ſinking State theſe 
Kingdoms lay in for the two firſt Years of the 
War. Our Plans and Schemes diſappointed ; 
Our Armies defeated : our Fleet retiring in- 


glorious : and our keen Enemies ery where 
Ong Encroachments. 


IN this Geſponding State, God was TIS 
to direct and proſper the well-concerted Mea- 
ſures of out late King of bleſſed Memory: 
and to inlpire with Wiſdom and Reſolution 
thoſe engaged in the Execution of them. The 
 Moft High thundered. Ne ſuddenly darted, 
as from Heaven, a new Life among us. The 
HBritiſh Spirit, like a Giant refreſhed with Wine, 
awoke out of its Sleep. A divine Ardour | 
ſpread among all Ranks and Orders of Men. 
Love of our Country, and Glory became the 
_ univerſal Paſſion. Our Fleets, our Armies, 
all Men felt it. And at once we became 
again true Britons, a Nation of Heroes. This 
Was the Work of God. His Inſpiration made 
the dry Bones live. To him be the Praiſe. 


His right Hand, and grorions Arm hath gotten 
us the V — 


Ir we are a Decal truly thankful to our 
God, we ſhall teſtify it to Ange and Men, 


by 
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by becoming fincercly religious : by our hum- 
ble Piety and Devotion: and, above all, by a 
ſtrict Obedience to God's ſacred Laws. To 
follow this Courſe we have now the faireſt 
Opportunity and Encouragement; for it ap- 
pears from the Hiſtory of Nations, hat 


ce they are generally religious or impious after 
* the Example of their Kings? 


If we thus ſhew ourſelves grateſul to our 
God, we may aſſuredly hope that our Peace 
and Tranquilli y ſhall continue: For when 
Men's Ways pleaſe the Lord, be maketh th eir 
Enemics to be at Peace With the; i. 


N F to: :our Grat tue to God we owe 
all Thankſulnels to our humane and pious 
KING, to whoſe wiſe Counſels, and auſpi- 


cious Influence, we and all Eur ce arc indebt- 
ed for our Peace. 


Ce UEL deſpotic Monarchs have ken De- 
light to lay waſte the World ; and to perpetu- 
| ts their Fame in Characters of Blood. And. 

this they did, as one of them ſaid, © For his 

_ Glory.” But our more truly magnanimous 

Kang, deſpiſing that falſe Glare of Glory, 

which riſ-s from the Miſery of Multitudes, 

prefers. that true Glory of being the tender 


Father of his People, and Deliverer of the 
human Race. 


W truſt, that, according to the Prophecy 
in the Text, “In his Ti ime the RIGHT EOUs 


1 * ſhall 


55 
e ſhall flouriſh.” That Integrity and Honeſty 


thall generally prevail; and that Men of that 


Character ſhall ſhine forth. That, while the 
Favour of our gracious Sovereign, like the 


chearing Rays of the Sun, is diffuſed to all 
his happy Subjects, He ill delight to honour 


; thoſe Men who have a juſt Regard to our free 


and happy Conſtitution: and are the ſteady 


Friends of the zluſtrious Houje of Hanover, 
the great Barrier of the Proteſtant Religion 
and our Liberties, This muſt eſtabliſh our 
national Happineſs on the firmeſt Baſis. And 
as the Prophet adds, we {ball have Abundance 


| 97 Peace, 


L E T us feel! in our Hearts a moſt bY. WE 


onate Loy alty to ſo gracious a King: and teſ- 
tify it in our Behaviour, by doing every thing 


in our different Spheres to make his Reign 
over us caly, happy, and glorious, 


12 will contribute greatly to this bleſſed | 


End, if we chearfully fulfil thoſe Duties of 


Love and Harmony which we owe one to 
another, Our Saviour thrice in one Breath 


_ repeats the Blefling of Peace to his Diſciples, 
Fobn xiv. 17. If we have Peace of Conſci- 


ence, Peace among ourſelves, and Peace a- 


broad; our Hearts need not be troubled, neither 
Hall we be afraid. 


Wr have happily experienced the Effects of 
domeſtic Vnion, and the Extinction of Par- 


ties 
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ties in our late unparalelled Succeſſes. Such 


is the internal Strength of the Britiſb Empire, 


That, if we are united among ourſelves, all 
the Powers of the World would not dure to 


attack us. This Union muſt render the Peace 


now concluded inviolably cemented, and per- 


manent. How deeply then ſhould be en- 
graven in the Hearts of all true lovers of their 
Country thoſe laſt Words of King Wirtlan 
of glorious N to his Parliament! „„ 


Lr me conjure you to diſappoint the 


8 only Hopes of our Enemies by your Unani- 


© mity. I have ſhewn, and will always ſhew, 


how defirous I am to be the common Fa- 


ther of my People. Do you, in like man- 
ner, lay aſide Parties and Diviſions. Let 
* there be no other Diſtinction heard of a- 
e mongſt us for the Future, but of thoſe 


* who are for the Proteſtant Religion, and 
« the preſent Eſtabliſhment ; and of thoſe who 
mean a popiſh Prince, and a french Go- 


wh vernment. ' 


1 SHALL only add, in the laſt Place, with 


regard to our late Enemies: That, as, by the 
Definitive Treaty of Peace, there is to be an 
entire Oblivion of all paſt Injuries : Let us for- 
get and bury all former Reſentments, and in- 
dulge ourſelves in that general Benevolence 


and Charity which is our Glory, as Men and 
Chriſtians. We are to conſider all the 


World, but Europe more particularly, as one 


great Republic, whereof every one of us are 
Members, 
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Members, and conſequently bound to 1 
mote the general Good. And 


V r in the midſt of our Love--- and gene- 
rous Confidence, we are always to keep a 
watchful Eye againſt all future Occaſions of 
Strife, and ftrictly to guard againſt the firſt 
Appearances of Evil. Liberty and Com- 
merce are the two Pillars that ſupport the Bi- 
ti/þ Throne and Glory. We can never be 
too watchiul to ſecure and defend them. 


l W are alſo to look on the pure Pr oteſtant 

Religion as the moſt precious Depoſit commit- 
ted to our Truſt ; and to be vigilant for it's 
Safety againſt thoſe various Emifl Jaries which 
may take Advantage of the Peace to creep! n 
among us. 


| Tris Caution is not unneceſſary at this 
Time, when thoſe craity Deccivers of Man- 
kind, the Jeſuits, being, for their evil Prin- 
ciples and enormous Crimes, exterminated 
from other Nations of Europe, may ſeek an 
Affylum, and foment Deluſions among us. 


It is hoped, that our Vigilancy will prevent 


0 ſuch Attempts : for ve are not ara of 
beir Devices. 


Now to the God of Peace, the bleſſed 
Guardian of theſe Britiſb Iſles; be Thankſ- 
giving, Glory and Praiſe, this Hay. and for 


ever. Amen, Amen. 
EK TN IS. 
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